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The firft letter of the European alphabets* has, 
in the Englifh language* three different founds* 
which may be termed the broad, open, and fieri- 
der. 

® The broad found refemhling that of the Ger- 
man a Is found, in many of our mtmofyllables, as all, wall*, 
malt , fait* in which a is pronounced as au in caufe, or aw in 
law. Many of thefe words were anciently written with au? 
as faulty watdk ; which happens to be ftill retained in fault. 
This was probably the ancient found of the Saxons, fince it is 
almoft uniformly pre-ferved in the ruftic pronunciation, and 
the Northern dtaleils, as maun for man, haund for hand* 

A open, not unlike the a of the Italian?, is found i ji father , ra* 
tker , and more obitm ely in faticy, fajh &c* 

A {lender or clofe, is the peculiar a of the Englifh language, re- 
fembling the found of the French e mafeuline, or diphthong al 
in pais, or perhaps a middle found between them, or between 
the a and e ; to thb the Arabic a is laid nearly to approach* 
Of this found we have examples in the words, place ^ fact, 
2 xhtftc, and all thefe that terminate in ation 5 as, relation, na- 
tion, general um* 

A is rtiort, as, glafs, graft ; or long, as, glaze, graze : It is marked 
long, generally* by an e final, plant} or by an 1 added, as, 
plain* 

A, an article fit before nouns of the fmgular number ; a man, a 
tree; denoting the number one, as, a man is coming, that is, 
no mere than one ; or an indefinite indication, as a man may 
come this way ; that is, any man* This article has 110 plural 
figmfiealion. Before a word beginning with a vowel, it is 
written an, as, an ox, an egg, of which a is die contraction, 
A n fometimes a noun 3 as, a great Ay a little a . 

A is placed before a participle, or participial noun; and is eon- 
fidured by \\ allis as a contraction of at , when it is put before 
a word denoting fome action not yet finifhed 3 as, I am a walk- 
ing* It alio feems to be anciently contracted from at, when 
placed before local furiumcs; as, Thomas a Bucket In other 
cafes, it feems to fignify to, like the French a. 

A hunting Chloe went 
They go a begging to a bankrupt's door. 

May pure contents for ever pitch their tents 

Upon thefe downs, thefe meads, thefe rocks, thefe moun- 
tains. 

And peace ftill dumber by thefe purling fountains * 

Which wc may every year 

Find when we come a fiftiing here. WotUm* 

Now the men fell a tubbing of armour, which a great while 
had lain oiled; the magazines of munition arc viewed; the 
officers of remains called to account. Woiicn, 

Another falls a ringing a Pefccnmus Niger, and judicioufly 
di It ingu lilies the found of it to be modern. Mitjci <m medals. 
A hrn a peculiar fignification, denoting the proportion of one 
to another. Thus we fay, The landlord hath 8 wS 
“ Xgf 5 1 he flnp’s crew gained a thoufand pounds a man. 

1 he river Inn, that had been hitherto fhut up amoi g moun- 
t.-in,, pailes generally through a wide open country, during all 
in courfe through Bavaria; which is a voyage of two days, 
r.hei the rate of twenty league, a day. ' Mdifmi mi ItJ 


, V, lled 111 t'urhdquc poetry, to lengthen out a fylLble, without 
adding to the feme, 
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For doves and nutmegs to the line-tf. 

And even for oranges to China. Drydm. 

A is fometimes, in familiar writings, put by a barbarous con up- 
tion for he* 

A, in compofition, feems to have fometimes the power of the French 
a in thefe phraJes, a droit , a gauche, & c, and fometimes to be 
contracted from at ; as, a fide, aft ope, afoot, afteep , aihirji, aware* 
If this, which he avouches, does appear. 

There is no flying hence, nor tarrying here. 

I gin to be a weary of the fun ; 

And wifh the Hate of the world were now undone* 

Shakefpearc s Alachcth* 

And now a breeze from Chore began to blow, 

The labors Ihip their oars, and ceafe to row 3 
Then holfl their yards d-mp, and all their Jails 
Let Fall, to court the wind, and catch the gale?. 

Drydcns Geyx ami Alcyone * 
A is fometimes redundant ; as, arijc, aroujc, await ; the lame 
with rife, roufe, wake* 

A, in abbreviations, Hands for artium, or arts; as, A.B* bachelor 
of arts, art 1 um haccalauretcs 3 A* M. mailer of arts, artuwi ma 
gyhr j or, anno ; as, A. D. anno dtmnu 
AB, at the beginning of the names of places, generally fliews 
that they have Tome relation to an abbey . 

Aba CK.E* adv * obfolete. Backwards, 

But when they came where thou thy (kill didft fhow. 
They drew abmke, as half with flume confound* 

Shepherds to lee them in their art outgo* Spcnf Pat f* 

ABA GTOR. n. j. [Lat* abaBor, a driver away, 1 Thefe who 
drive away or lfeal cattle in herds, or great numbers at once* 
in dill in A ion from thofe that fteal only a flieep or two* Shunt* 
A BACUS * n* f [Lat. abacus 
i* A counting-table, anciently ufed in calculations. 

2. In architecture, it is the uppermoft member of a column, 
which ferves as a fort of crowning both to the capital and co- 
lumn* . Jpfk 

Aba r t, adv* fof abapean, Sax. Behind. J From the fore-part 
of the fhip, towards the Hern. Dl£i. 

Abai sanci. 71. J] [tront the French abaijer , to deprefs, to 
bring down.] An act of reverence, a bow. Obeyfance is 
confidered by Skinner as a corruption of aba', fane but is 
now univerlsdly ufed. 

To ABA' LIEN ATE. -V a. [from abalieno, LatJ To make 
that another’s which was our own before. Calv. Lex. Jur. 
A term ot the civil law, not much ufed in common fpeech. 
Aealjena nov. n. J'. [Lat aLiib ,^'iatic. ^ A giving up or.c's 
right to another ptrfon ; ox a making over an cflate, 'roods, 
or chattels by file, or due courfc of law. Difl, 

ToAi'aVd. v. a. [A v/ord contra Ted from abandon but 
not new in ufe. See ABANDON.] To forUkc. 

Thole foreigners which came from far 
Grew great, and got large portions of land. 

That in the realm, ere long, they ftronger are 
Than they which fought at hi ft their helping iianu, 

Ar.d Vortiger enforced the kingdom to abar.d. 

SpenUr s Fethx 3neen r i t r - 

To ABANDON * * 

m A&nagty from the Italian abandomre, which ftrnifies to for- 
,ak « hw c0l0UK > handwn J df/inrf. P^uitr thinks 
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